Laboratory Safety for Miss Ottolini’s Biology Class
Lab Safety Rules and Procedures
Directions: Please read and discuss the rules and procedures listed below with a parent or guardian.  Once you have read through the contract, both you and your parent or guardian should sign in the appropriate spaces on the back of this page.  

Laboratory experiments are a fundamental part of any biology class, and they help to make biology more exciting and understandable.  That said, lab activities can become dangerous if they proper safety procedures are not followed.  In order to have a safe, enjoyable laboratory experience, all students and visitors in the lab must follow these procedures:

General:
1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner in the lab at all times.  Do not perform any unauthorized experiments or work alone in the lab.

2. Be prepared and follow all written and verbal directions.  If you do not understand a direction or procedure, ask the teacher BEFORE you begin the activity. 

3. Do not fool around in the laboratory.  Pranks, horseplay, and practical jokes are NOT allowed in the laboratory.
4. Tie back long hair remove jewelry before beginning a laboratory exercise. Do not wear loose clothing, open-toed shoes, or sandals in the lab.
5. Students will wear goggles any time chemicals, heat, or glassware are used.
6. NEVER eat food, drink beverages, or chew gum in the lab. 
Equipment:
7. Do not touch broken glass.  Use a brush and a dustpan to clean up and place broken glass in the glass disposal container.

8. Never touch heating equipment or heated glassware.  Make sure all hot plates and open burners are off and have cooled down before touching them.
9. All lab desks must be cleaned after you conduct an experiment.  All equipment must be cleaned and stored safely or returned to the appropriate place. 
Chemicals:
10. All chemicals in the lab should be handled with care.  Do not taste or smell any chemicals.

11. Keep your hands away from your face, eyes, and mouth when using chemicals or lab equipment.  Wash your hands with warm water and soap after all lab activities involving chemicals or organisms.
12. If a chemical splashes in your eye(s) or on your skin, immediately flush with running water for at least 20 minutes.
13. Dispose of all chemical waste properly and never mix chemicals in sink drains.  Follow your teacher’s directions about appropriate disposal of chemicals.
Dissection:
14. When working with any animal specimens, be respectful and ethical.  Use proper dissection technique, and never mutilate your animal!

15. Handle sharp objects very carefully!

Accidents/Injuries: 

16. Report any accident or injury to the teacher right away, even if it seems minor.  Remember not to panic.  
17. Know the locations and procedures for using all safety equipment including: first aid kit, eyewash, shower, and fire extinguisher.  Know where the fire alarm and the exits are located.
Student Safety Contract

I, _________________________________________, a student in Miss Ottolini’s biology class, have carefully read through the Lab Safety Rules and Procedures and agree to follow all rules and procedures listed in this document.  I understand that failure to follow safe lab procedures could result in a serious accident or injury.  I also understand that I may lose the privilege to participate in lab exercises if I violate the rules.

Student Signature: _______________________________________

Date: __________________________________________________

Parent Safety Contract

I, _________________________________________, parent or guardian of ________________________________________, have read the Lab Safety and Procedures, and I will encourage my son or daughter to follow these rules and procedures.  I understand the importance of lab safety, and I know that the benefits of laboratory experience can only be enjoyed in a safe lab environment.  I give permission for my child to participate in laboratory activities.

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________

Date: _______________________________________________________

